
 PONDER ISD Spring 2020  
Addendum to Grading Policy During COVID-19 Remote Learning 

 

During this unusual time of crisis evaluating student performance will be more difficult than usual.  The staff at 
PISD will be relying on parents as our partners to closely monitor and provide feedback to students to assist them 
with their learning.  Because there are so many variables that cannot be controlled with a distance learning 
program that was forced into service as quickly as the one we are currently involved with it is imperative that the 
grading, assessment, and progress monitoring be extremely flexible.  

District-Wide Grading Policy  
 
The following guidelines are to be used during the time that PISD is “Closed, Instructing” as a result of the COVID- 19 
disaster declaration. Teachers will continue to instruct students remotely during this time and will communicate with 
students through a variety of virtual platforms that the students were using prior to the pandemic.  Google Classroom is 
one example that is highly utilized.  Teachers will focus on providing feedback to students on their progress toward 
mastery of the concepts taught.  Ponder ISD will continue to provide equal access to the curriculum and academic 
support. Timeline: 

March 6, 2020-End of the 3rd Nine Weeks Grading Period 
March 9-13, 2020-Spring Break 
March 16-20, 2020 district closed for planning 
March 23, 2020-Begin remote learning considered “closed/still instructing” 

 
Grading During Remote Learning 

● The district will cut off grades for GPA calculations as of the 3rd nine weeks or March 6, 2020. 
This means that the third nine weeks cycle grade will be replicated for the fourth nine weeks 
grading cycle thus becoming the grade for the Spring 2020 semester.  This practice will alleviate 
the concerns about equitable access to technology, access to the teacher during the remote 
learning experience, and learning environments.  If a student is failing in the 3rd nine weeks they 
will be given the opportunity to demonstrate mastery in the fourth nine weeks allowing the teacher 
to adjust the student’s grade to passing to reflect that progress. 

● Teachers will provide feedback on the level of mastery the student’s work demonstrated. Work is 
expected to be turned in and evaluated.  Student participation is still an expectation as school is 
still in session.  

● No penalty for late assignments.  Students also can redo assignments to show mastery. 
● Students are expected to participate in the learning activities offered by their teachers, show 

steady improvement toward mastery of the TEKS and communicate regularly with their teachers.  
● Assessment and grades for the 4th nine weeks will be on a pass/fail basis determined by a 

collection of student work and a demonstration of mastery. 
● Teachers will contact students who are not participating or logging into the student learning 

platforms to provide support to them.  Students who do not engage, participate, or submit work 
are at risk of losing course credit or not being promoted. 

● Students that are utilizing hard copy “packets” as their learning platform are expected to submit 
samples of their work for progress monitoring via any electronic means available and approved 
by their teacher on at least a weekly basis but preferably daily. 

  



● Due to the cancellation of STAAR and corresponding EOC tests for the 2019-2020 school year, 
students taking EOC courses (Algebra I, Biology, English I, English II, and US History) will earn 
credit for the year by demonstrating mastery and earning passing grades for the 19-20 school 
year. Students failing to earn credit in the EOC course in this manner will be required to retake 
the course and the STAAR/EOC exam will be administered in the following year. 

● Retention and promotion decisions will be made based on a collection of student work and 
demonstration of mastery.  

● Progress reports reflective of student engagement will be provided every three weeks for 
students not performing consistently.  

● Dual Credit courses will follow NCTC guidelines and the grade will be entered at the end of the 
semester. 

● Students in OnRamps classes will still have the option to take the course for college credit.  UT 
will be communicating with students about their options in coming weeks.  

● Students taking AP courses will still have the opportunity to test for AP credit. 
● Class rank for seniors was determined at the end of the 3rd nine weeks which ended before 

spring break.  This is consistent with board policy.  
● Students in credit recovery programs will continue their program from home. 
● The student code of conduct expectations are still in place within the online learning environment. 
● Final exams for secondary courses will not be administered. 
● Report cards will be issued at the end of the 4th nine weeks. 


